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Who Do You Think You Are? - Week 3 
 
Welcome to the third week of our new series for a new season, a series we’re 
calling, “Who do you think you are?” And basically, the whole series comes down 
to the project   of examining and evaluating our identity. The definition of identity 
we’re using is: everything that you think makes you you.  
 
And we’ve been saying, how you define your identity  has huge implications for 
your life. To begin we have been relying  on three principle ways in which that is 
so. 
 
#1. Your sense of identity matters because it will  
DRIVE your actions.  
 
#2. Your sense of identity also matters because it will DETERMINE the health of 
you relationships.  
 
#3. Your sense of identity drives your actions, determines the health of your 
relationship and will also  
DECIDE what you value.  
 
Last week we looked at forgiveness   and the role forgiveness plays in the life of a 
disciple of Jesus. 
 
Today’s message flows out of last week’s.  
 
Given the fact that we are God’s children and that we are totally and completely 
loved by God, how are we to act, especially when circumstances aren’t going all 
that well. What does a person who knows that God loves them do especially in 
tough circumstances and things are not going well? 

 
To help us we are going to look at the passage we read  from the Letter of Paul to 
the Philippians, chapter 1.Paul was very fond of the Philippians. They had been 
very supportive of him and his ministry. There is a very personal conversational 
tone to the letter,  and Paul really let’s the Philippians know  what is going on in 
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his heart. As we read this letter, it is interesting to note that almost certainly he 
wrote it from prison. At this point he was under a kind of house arrest in Rome.  
And, in fact, he is totally unsure what is going to happen to him, whether he will 
be released, detained indefinitely, or executed. Evidently, and understandably, 
the people of Philippi see Paul’s imprisonment and possible death as a huge set 
back to the Christian cause and also to their own newfound faith. 
 
Perhaps they were even questioning their faith  and what their faith told them 
about God  because of this circumstance.So Paul writes to them and says,  
 

Brothers and sisters,  
I know that through your prayers  

and the help given by the holy spirit of Jesus Christ  
what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance.  

I eagerly expect and hope that I will have sufficient courage so that  
Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. 

Philippians 1.20 
 
In other words, Paul says, “Don’t worry.” Don’t worry what happens to me. If I 
live, if I die, Christ will be magnified. Then he says something really interesting:  
  

For me life is___ and death is ____. 
Philippians 1.21 

 
But before I share what Paul says, if you had to complete that statement, what 
would you say.  For me, life is something and death is something else. 
What would it be? If we were really going to be honest. Probably every single one 
of us could fill in those blanks  with dozens of different things, which, being 
entirely honest, all come down to a single thing.   
 
For me: life is getting my own way and death is being deprived of what I want. 
So, contrast that to what Paul says,  
 

For to me life is Christ, and death is gain. 
Philippians 1.21 

 
These two verses are closely related.  
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Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. 

Philippians 1.20 
 

For to me life is Christ, and death is gain. 
Philippians 1.21 

 
To magnify Christ is not to actually make him bigger, we could hardly do that since 
Christ is God, which is as big as you can get. I can’t make him bigger; I can only 
make him bigger in my own life. It seems to be that it is a two-part process. 
 
First of all, I can magnify Christ by my dependence on him. 
 
Paul most fundamentally, most basically identifies himself as a disciple. He is in 
prison for this choice. And at this point, he is very aware  that he could die for his 
choice  (which, in fact, he eventually did). Prison, condemnation, and death make 
no difference to his understanding of who he is, or, for that matter,         what he 
is accomplishing.   
 
Everything has been taken away from him: his work, his friends, his mission, and 
ministry.  Everything except one thing: his dependence on Christ.  And that, for 
him, is success. 
 
I had the experience this week, where I had a conversation with my sister,                                                                            
it was a relatively important conversation but it did not go as I might have wished.                                                                          
And I hung up the phone quite annoyed,     and I remained annoyed most of the 
rest of the day. Had I been dependant on Christ, I need not have had that 
experience. 
 
No matter what is going on in your life or what you are suffering, what is going 
wrong as you depend on Christ in prayer, in real time…No matter what happens 
to you, Christ can be magnified. 
 
Second, I can magnify Christ by standing with him. Paul stands with Christ: 

 when the crowd was with him and cheering,  

 when they were against him and hostile, even violent.  
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 And here, in prison, suffering daily persecution. He stands with Christ no 
matter what   and he magnifies Christ in so doing. 

 
Another experience this week, I was going to an appointment and I was a little 
hungry so I stopped by Burger King for a little bite.  And I found myself standing 
next to a fellow who was immediately annoying, as some people have the talent 
of being. He was rude to the server to the point of distraction, and you could tell 
she was really getting upset. And it was so uncomfortable I just wanted to leave.  
Instead, I decided to be nice to the server, I was so nice to her, that he eventually 
became very quiet. 
 
By no means do I do it often enough, but all of us can choose to act and react  
in the situations we find ourselves in each day, large and small, significant or 
otherwise, simply standing with Christ.  
 
Just ask yourself as something begins to play itself out, how can I stand with Christ 
in this situation. 

 You will be stuck in traffic on the way to work.  

 You will get bad service at a restaurant.  

 Your kids will give you a bad attitude.   
 
When that happens, magnify Jesus both by praising him anyway. Praise Jesus in 
your heart.  
Be patient with people around you who are not so loving. To magnify Christ is 
ultimately to imitate him. Paul tells us  
 

Whatever happens  
conduct yourself in a manner that is worthy of Christ. 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.  
Who, being in very nature God,  

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  
but made himself nothing. 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place. 
 

Philippians 2.5,6,9 
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Because Christ himself humbled himself before God,  God raised him up to the 
highest place and set an example for all of us to follow.  
What we are talking about of course is a life-style choice. Finding our identity in 
Christ is a life-style choice and that requires a life style change. And while it is 
true this can be accomplished    in a number of different ways one of the very 
best ways   is to get into a Small Group. Since last Lent we have been preaching 
the value of Small Groups   for support and growth in faith.  
 
Listening to parishioners who were involved in small groups last Lent and 
hearing how their experience of sharing God’s Word   has helped them grow in 
their faith,  I have more and more come to see the fruit of it.                                                       
 
All this weekend we are hosting and continuing  our fall Small Group Launch,  
a perfect time to give it a try. After Mass there are SIGN UP TABLES IN THE 
ATRIUM and a representative of our program is ready to answer your questions                                
and find a group that works for you. 
 
When it comes to our identity and what gives us a sense of who we are,  
instead of looking to stuff or others or our roles to define us, we should be looking 
to God, our Father, the one who created us, and not only understands who we 
are, conceived and designed who we are. 
  

 God chose to conceive of the very idea of you    from back before anything 
existed.  

 And one day when it was time in his time,  he choose the time to fashion 
you    and knit you together in your mother’s womb  just the way he 
wanted you to be. (you might think, why do I look like this?                                                                        
Because that’s the way he wants you to look. 

 He chose your parents.   He gave you exactly the ones he wanted you to 
have.  (you might sometimes ask, how did I get these people,  how in the 
world am I related to them? That was his choice too). 

 He chose your gifts and talents and abilities. 

 He choose your strengths and weaknesses. 

 Most importantly, he chose to make you a part of his family  and so basing 
our identity on God   and who he says we are makes sense.  
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You don’t need a bumper sticker on your car to know who you are.  
 
At your core is the Almighty Maker who has chosen you, there can be no better 
place to look: 

 The core of your identity is not to be found in your pain and sufferings as 
real as they are  but in the suffering Jesus suffered for you on the cross.  

 You aren’t what’s been done to you  but what Jesus has done for you.  

 You aren’t your mistakes and bad choices, you are his choice. 


